
November IS, 2013 

EOEDFEO 
my 19 2013 

INDEPENDENT REGULATORY 
_REVIEW COMMISSION 

The Honorable Silvan B, Lutkewitte, III 
Chairman 
Xodepf ndent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) 
333 Market Street, 14th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Email: ins@iimstate,paa*$ 

Re: Hml-Porm Regulations #6-326»Academic Standards and Assessment 
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Dear Chairman Lutkewitte: 

1 write to inform you of the Pennsylvania State Education Associatiojfs (PSEA) concerns w & p ^ 
ofthe proposed changes to the Keystone Exams contained in the final-form revisions to Chapter 4 that are 
currently before the Commission, 

SpecificaHy, PSEA is concerned that these î egulations move the Keystone Exams from being a portion of 
a student's grade to a high Makes exit exam If these reflations go into eifect, students will have to score 
Proficient or Advanced on potentially five different Keystone Exam from high 
school While there are alternative pathways to graduation provided, incliiding the ability for district 
superintendents to waive the Keystone Exam requirement, these new i^gulations wonW r^uire 
reme<Mation for students who score Basic or Below Basic. This remediation is required because the 
student did not mm the cut score on a standardized state testregardkm qfhowweilheot sMpm^rmed 
in elms/Them scores for Keystone Exams were set without the knowledge that t ^ 
graduation requirement. This will significantly increase school district costs. These new costs are 
seemingly being ignored by the State Board of Education, 

Conservative estimates indicate that Keystone Exam remediation could increase school districts' costs by 
hundreds of millions of dollars. At the same time our school districts am still contending with the loss of 
nearly $1 billion in resources in justthe last few budget cycles. Most are struggling just to maintain the 
programs they are already offering, programs as basic and necessary as kindeiiarten^ait, music, and 
sports. What further programs and services will be cut in order to coyer the costs for lemediation to the 
mm Where will districts find time in their already ci^mled days to do all of this? Neither of these 
questions has been adequately answered by the proponents of these regulations. 

These high stakes exit exams are not in the best educational interests of Pennsylvania's students, nor « 
they in the best financial interests of school districts and taxpayers. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. #ossey 
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